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Liber Al vel Legis

I 
OF THE FURNISHINGS OF THE TEMPLE 

IN THE EAST , that is, in the direction of Boleskine, which is situated on the South-Eastern shore of Loch Ness in Scotland, two miles east of Foyers, is a shrine or High Altar. Its dimensions should be 7 feet in length, 3 feet in breadth, 44 inches in height. It should be covered with a crimson altar-cloth, on which may be embroidered fleur-de-lys in gold, or a sunblaze, or other suitable emblem. [On the Altar are placed the Priest's Robe and Crown.] 

On each side of it should be a pillar or obelisk , with countercharges in black and white. 

Below it should be the dais of three steps , in black and white squares. 

Above it is the super-altar , at whose top is the Stèle of Revealing in reproduction, with four candles on each side of it. Below the stèle is a place for The Book of the Law , with six candles on each side of it. Below this again is the Holy Graal , with roses on each side of it. There is room in front of the Cup for the Paten . On each side beyond the roses are two great candles . 

All this is enclosed within a great Veil. 

Forming the apex of an equilateral triangle whose base is a line drawn between the pillars, is a small black square altar, of superimposed cubes. 

Taking this altar as the middle of the base of a similar and equal triangle, at the apex of this second triangle is a small circular font. 

Repeating, the apex of a third triangle is an upright coffin, or Tomb. 

"In the East, that is, in the direction of Boleskine, which is situated on the South-Eastern shore of Loch Ness in Scotland, two miles east of Foyers, is a shrine or High Altar." -- Liber XV

"Set up my image in the East; thou shalt buy thee an image which I will show thee, especial, not unlike the one thou knowest." -- Liber AL, III:21

The East is the direction of the rising Sun, of the dawning Light. In Latin, East is Oriens, which literally means "rising," and was an epithet of the Sun God. It is from this word that we derive our words Orient, Oriental, and Ordo Templi Orientis. The East symbolized paradise in medieval Europe. For this reason, medieval map makers usually placed the East at the tops of their maps, hence the term "orientation." 

In the Lesser Pentagram and Hexagram rituals, the Star Ruby, the Star Sapphire, Liber Pyramidos, the Gnostic Mass and many other rituals, Thelemic, Hermetic and otherwise, the Magician begins the ritual facing East; but the East of Thelemic ritual is not necessarily the East of the compass. In the Canon of the Gnostic Catholic Mass (Liber XV), the East is defined as "the direction of Boleskine." In Liber V vel Reguli, the Magician is directed to "...turn his face towards Boleskine, that is the House of The Beast 666." In a diary entry for October 9, 1916 e.v. (unpublished), Crowley says, "Lodges, Profess-Houses, etc. should always be oriented to Boleskine." In Chapter 23 of Magick Without Tears he says, "Remember that your `East', your Kiblah, is Boleskine House..." 

What is a Kiblah, and why is our "East" to be Boleskine House?

The Arabic word Qiblah, or "Kiblah," refers to the holiest shrine of Islam. At the center of the courtyard of the Great Mosque at Mecca is a stone building called the Ka'abah (cube) or the Bayt-Ullah (House of God). The original Ka'abah, or "Kaaba," is reputed to have been built by Ibrahim (Abraham); and Ismail (Ishmael), his son and the legendary founder of the Arabic Race, is allegedly buried nearby. Built into the exterior of the eastern corner of the Kaaba is the Hajar al-Aswad, the Black Stone. The Black Stone is said to have been given to Abraham by the Archangel Gabriel.   Five times each day, devout Sunni Muslims turn toward Mecca to pray (Muslims within the confines of Mecca turn toward the Kaaba), and they are expected to make pilgrimage there at least once during their lifetime. The term Qiblah denotes not only the physical location of the Kaaba, but also, and more importantly, the direction to which a Muslim turns his face to pray from wherever he may be standing on the face of the Earth. All mosques are aligned with the Kiblah, which is indicated within each mosque by an empty niche, called the mihrab. The word Qiblah is derived from the Arabic root Qabala, which means "to be opposite." It enumerates to 137. 

The Kiblah, then, represents to the focal point of the magical current of a cult or religious system, the reservoir of magical energy which can be drawn upon by all who devote themselves to its Mysteries. Most religious systems include a similar concept. Christianity and Judaism have their Jerusalem or Mount Sinai, the Samaritans have their Mount Gerizim, Hinduism has its Mount Meru or Mount Kailasa, the Greeks had their Mount Olympus or the Omphalos at Delphi. Thelema has its Boleskine.

"Get the stélé of revealing itself; set it in thy secret temple - and that temple is already aright disposed - & it shall be your Kiblah for ever." -- Liber AL, III:10 

In the Thelemic system, the word "Kiblah" refers to the Stèle of Revealing, through which the Equinox of the Gods was revealed to our Prophet. The "abstruction," or replica, of the Stèle was originally housed at the manor of Boleskine and Abertarff, situated on the South-Eastern shore of Loch Ness in Scotland, 2 miles east of Foyers, 17 miles from Inverness. The manor, which was the Prophet's home at the time, is usually known simply as Boleskine, which is pronounced boll-ESS-kin. Transliterated into Hebrew, Boleskine is BVLShKIN, which enumerates to 418.

"They shall worship thy name, foursquare, mystic, wonderful, the number of the man; and the name of thy house 418." -- Liber AL, II:78

The Stèle of Revealing represents the Dawn of the Thelemic Light, and as such, appropriately defines the Thelemic East. The current location of the Stèle which was originally located at Boleskine is unknown,

"But your holy place shall be untouched throughout the centuries: though with fire and sword it be burnt down & shattered, yet an invisible house there standeth, and shall stand until the fall of the Great Equinox; when Hrumachis shall arise and the double-wanded one assume my throne and place." -- Liber AL III:34.

Thus, the location of Boleskine House is to be the Omphalos or Center of Power for Thelema, and is to continue as such for the duration of the Aeon of Horus, regardless of the physical presence of the Stèle or of the house itself. Thus, O.T.O. Lodges, Profess-Houses and Gnostic Mass Temples are ideally to be oriented towards Boleskine, and a replica of the Stèle of Revealing is to be placed at the highest point on the super-altar in the "East" of each Temple consecrated to the performance of the Gnostic Mass. 

The Stèle in the Gnostic Mass Temple is, in effect, a "pipeline" through which we may commune with the subtle energies of the Thelemic current which intersect the visible world at the "invisible house" located at Boleskine. The proper orientation of the Stèle towards the Kiblah of Boleskine symbolizes alignment with the Thelemic current, and magically insures a strong link with its energies. 

Boleskine is located at Latitude 57°16'00" North, Longitude 4°27'45" West.  The Kiblah, or precise angle towards Boleskine from true North at any point on the globe, following the shortest possible path, may be determined using Napier's Analogies to solve a spherical triangle with one vertex at Boleskine, one at the point in question, and the third at the North Pole.  From Seattle the direction of Boleskine is approximately 32 east from north.

Unfortunately, it is rarely possible to physically align the Temple precisely with the Kiblah. In any case, the location of the Stèle in the Temple defines the "Magical East" of the Temple; but when the Magical East does not physically coincide with the Kiblah, the proper link between the Stèle and Boleskine must be forged more strongly in the hearts and minds of the ritual participants. 


The Stèle of Revealing 
The Greek word STHLH, from which we derive our word "Stèle," carries the following meanings: a block of stone; a support or prop; a monument; a covenant; a gravestone; and a sarcophagus. The Omphalos at Delphi was a boss of stone set upon the burial site of the sacred Python, slain by Apollo. The Delphic Oracle, while seated upon the Tripod, maintained constant physical contact with the Omphalos by holding in her hand one end of a sacred thread, the other end of which was fastened to the Omphalos. This connected her with the archaic energies of the Python, which were essential to the proper transmission of the Oracle. 
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The Stèle of Revealing is the funeral tablet of Ankh-af-na-Khonsu, a Priest of Monthu who lived in Thebes during the late XXVth dynasty of ancient Egypt, around 725 p.e.v.  Crowley and his wife Rose encountered this artifact, labeled as 
"Stele 666", in the Boulak Museum of Cairo shortly after the Equinox of the Gods in March, 1904 e.v. This encounter was one of several important events leading to the reception of The Book of the Law on April 8, 9, and 10, 1904 e.v. (See Book 4, Part IV). 

According to Aleister Crowley's mythic story, "Across the Gulf," Ankh-af-na-Khonsu was responsible for ushering in the Aeon of Osiris. Aleister Crowley assumed the magical identity of the dead man Ankh-af-na-Khonsu as the living Prophet of the Aeon of Horus, the deliverer of The Book of the Law. The Stèle thus represents the oracular connection of The Book of the Law and the Law of Thelema with the archaic energies of ancient Egypt, transformed and renewed in accordance with the cyclic pattern of aeonic evolution. 

In our Gnostic Mass, it is the Stèle of Revealing which is set above the Altar: the funeral tablet of Ankh-af-na-Khonsu, who returned across thousands of years from the dead to preach the Law of Thelema. 
The Altar is sized to be of the dimensions of a typical Egyptian sarcophagus. Also, the height of the Altar is specified as precisely 44 inches: 44 is DM, Dam, the Hebrew word for blood, and the color of the Altar Cloth is specified as crimson, the color of blood; affirming the Altar as the place of sacrifice. The blood is the blood of the Saints, "continuing knowledge from generation unto generation." 

While much of the symbolism of the Altar in our Gnostic Mass is essentially congruent with that of the Altar in the Christian Mass, one aspect is significantly different. In the Gnostic Mass, the feminine Presence of God has been restored to her place upon the Altar, affirming that the Altar is not only the place of sacrifice, but the place of living communion as well. 

The Stèle and the Cross serve the same function within their respective systems. Both are set above the sacrificial Altar/sarcophagus, as the Omphalos was set above the burial place of the Python. Symbolically, both the Cross and the Stèle serve as memorials of the Covenant of Resurrection between the founder of the religion, who returned to life from the tomb, and the ritual participants. Recall that the Greek word STHLH means both "memorial" and "covenant." 

Magically, both serve as bridges across the gulf of time and death-- as gateways between the visible world of mortality and the invisible world of immortality. Recall that Stèle carries the additional meanings of "a block of stone," corresponding to the Cubic Stone of the Cross, the Black Stone of the Kaaba, and the Alchemical Stone of immortality; and "a prop or support," corresponding to the path of Samekh on the Tree of Life, which is attributed to the alchemical Tarot Trump "Temperance" or "Art," which connects the Lunar sphere of Yesod with the Solar sphere of Tiphareth, and which forms the Cross by intersection with the path of Peh. The path of Peh is attributed to the Tarot Trump "The Tower" or "The House of God." Recall that the Kaaba is also called the Bayt-Ullah, the "House of God." 

The Holy Graal 

The Ace of Cups and corresponding passages of the Book of Thoth.
”This accordingly represents the essential form of the Holy Grail.  Upon the dark sea of Binah, the Great Mother, are Lotuses, two in one, which fill the cup with the Life-fluid, symbolically represented either as Water, as Blood, or as Wine…” 
Also see Book 4, Part II, Chapter 7
”As the Magick Wand is the Will, the Wisdom, the Word of the Magician, so the the Magick Cup his Understanding.”

”It is the sea that purifies the world.  And the “Great Sea” is in the Qabalah a name of Binah, “Understanding”.

Magick in Theory and Practice, Chapter 7; 
The cup of Babalon, full of the blood of the saints.  “that is, every “saint” or magician must give the last drop of his life’s blood to that cup.  It is the original price paid for magick power.  And if by magick power we mean the true power, the assimilation of all force with the Ultimate Light, the true bridal of the Rosy Cross, then is that blood the offering of Virginity, the sole sacrifice well-pleasing to the master, the sacrifice whose only reward is the pain of childbearing unto him.”

and Liber CDXVIII, 12th Æthyr.
”Glory unto the Scarlet Woman, Babylon the Mother of Abominations, that rideth upon the Beast, for she hat spilt their [the saints] blood in every corner of the earth, and lo!  She hath mindled it in the cup of her whoredom.  With the breath of her kisses hath she fermented it, and it hath become the wine of the Sacrament,  the wine of the Sabbath. Amd in the Holy Assembly hath she poured it out for her worshippers…(This wine…it abideth alone, and it’s name is Compassion.  I understand ‘Compassion’, the sacrament of suffering, partaken by the true worshippers of the Highest.” 

The Paten 

The Paten simultaneously symbolizes the Sun and the Earth, The Ace of Discs, and corresponding passages of the Book of Thoth.  ”The central symbol of the Ace of Disks is consequently the personal Hieroglyph of ‘the chosen priest and apostle of infinite space’, the prince-priest the Beast.’”  Inman says the round Host or Paten in combination with the crescent of the bowl of the cup symbolize the sun and moon. 

Arrangement of the Super-altar 

For our purposes, the super-altar should provide at least three distinct levels: one for the Stèle at the top; one for The Book of the Law in the center, and one for the Cup and the Paten at the bottom. The surface of the Altar itself may be used for the lowest level. The candles and roses may be placed on the same shelves as the objects they are to flank, or they may be placed on subsidiary shelves; therefore, a total of two, three, five or seven steps or shelves would be appropriate. The Stèle should be mounted high enough as to be visible above the Priestess's head when she is seated on the Altar, and there should, ideally, be no symbol or image higher than the Stèle. 
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The arrangement of the implements on the super-altar and High Altar recapitulates the Tree of Life. In this case, the Stèle, atop the super-altar, is at Kether, the Book of the Law (as Logos) is one step below at Tiphareth, the Cup is at Yesod, and the space for the Paten in front of the Cup is at Malkuth. The Priestess completes this Tree when she places the Paten on the Altar in front of the Cup. It may also be noted that the Stèle, Book, and Cup correspond to the three principal elements of the Lamen of the O.T.O.: the Eye in the Triangle, the descending Dove, and the Holy Graal, respectively. 

Sr. Lazuli has interpreted the movements of the Graal and Paten as follows:  When the priestess is upraised to the altar she must move aside the Graal and Paten from their positions at Malkuth and Yesod.  They are set first with the cup moving to Netzach and the paten to Hod.  The priestess is then sitting at the intersection of the paths of Temperance and the Tower, Samek/HGA and the point of extreme catharsis, upheaval, and change.  The veil is closed on her, and the priest circumambultates and ascends the three steps to the veil with the three orations (see notes below).  As the veil is opened, the priestess has raised the cup and paten, which could be interpreted as raising them to Chesed and Geburah, elevating her position to the interstection of the paths of the High Preistess and Strenth.  After the veil is opened, and the veil/abyss is crossed, the priestess sets the cup and paten down, but reverses their position.  The symbols have transformed to Binah and Chokma, Mother and Father, the top of the pillars of Mercy and Severity, and the Priestess is now at the intersction of The Empress and High Priestess paths, uniting and illuminating intellegence, the point of balance in the supernal triad.
All five elements or tattwas are symbolically represented on the Altar and super-altar: Air, or Vayu, by the medium of their fragrance, is represented by the roses; Water, or Apas, is represented by the Cup; Fire, or Tejas, is represented by the candles; Earth, or Prithivi is represented by the Paten and Hosts; Spirit, or Akasha is represented by the Stèle, or by the bell. 

There are a total of twenty-two candles on the super-altar, corresponding to the twenty-two Paths on the Tree of Life. Thus, there are eleven candles on each side of the Altar. 

The Stèle has eight candles surrounding it, and there are eight Paths above the Abyss, eight clauses in the Creed, and eight letters in the name BAPHOMET. The Sephiroth Chokhmah and Binah, which flank Kether as the eight candles flank the Stèle, are numbered 2 and 3 respectively, and 8=2^3. Also, 8 = Cheth = 418 = Abrahadabra, the Word of the Æon. 

Traditionally, at least two candles are required on an altar of the Roman Church, and two candles were always placed on the ritual tables of the Cathars and of Doinel's Gnostic Church. They probably signified, originally, the two celestial luminaries, the sun and moon. According to Hargrave Jennings in Live Lights or Dead Lights, the two candles on the altar symbolize the "cleft" through which the Sun of Righteousness appears. The two great candles on the super-altar of the Gnostic Catholic Church correspond to these two traditional candles. They may also correspond to the Pillars of Mercy and Severity, and, since there are a total of twenty-two candles on the super-altar, to any reciprocal pair of Hebrew Letters or Paths, such as Aleph and Tav, Ayin and Nun, or Qoph and Shin. 

The twelve candles surrounding the Book of the Law may correspond to the twelve signs of the Zodiac surrounding the Sun, and the Paths which designate them. 


The Roses 

The roses on either side of the Cup indicate that Yesod is of the nature of Air as well as of the Moon; they may also represent the Sephiroth of Hod and Netzach. The rose is attributed to Netzach in Liber 777; and roses are a traditional symbol of love, which makes them appropriate for framing the Cup. In any case, it is a very ancient tradition to place sweet-smelling flowers, especially roses, upon a sacred Altar. The color of the roses is not specified. Red roses are usually preferred; but it would also be possible to vary the color of the roses used according to the season or the occasion. 

Temple Layout 

The Temple described in Liber XV follows the pattern of the Tree of Life. The Stèle of Revealing is stationed at Kether. The two pillars are stationed at Chokhmah and Binah. The Priestess sits at the intersection of the Paths of Gimel (The High Priestess, Luna) and Daleth (The Empress, Venus). The Dais elevates the Supernal Triad, and the Veil stretches across the Abyss. 

The three steps of black and white squares may be seen as symbolizing the three Grades of Man of Earth, Lover, and Hermit; or the three horizontal Paths of the Tree of Life ( Peh - Mars, the Tower, Teth - Leo, Lust, and Daleth - Venus, the Empress; or the First Three Regular Steps . 

Some groups also construct the dais itself of black and white squares. The black and white squares may be seen as symbolizing the ordeals and rewards of the Path, as well as the apparent duality of existence below the Abyss. 

The Altar of Incense is stationed at Tiphareth. The Font is stationed at Yesod, and the Tomb is stationed at Malkuth. 

In the text of Liber XV, Crowley actually states the following: 

Taking this altar as the middle of the base of a similar and equal triangle, at the apex of this second triangle is a small circular font. 

This would place the Font at a point between Yesod and Malkuth and would also place the Tomb at a point considerably below Malkuth. We may reasonably assume that Crowley's statement contained a minor and easily made error, and that what he intended to say was probably something more like the following: 

Taking this altar as the middle of a similar and equal triangle, at the apex of this second triangle is a small circular font. 

The Deacon's station is between the Altar of Incense and the Font, i.e. at the intersection of the Paths of Samekh and Peh, which is the symbolic position of the Magician during the performance of the Lesser Banishing Ritual of the Pentagram. The Children are stationed at various points along the Pillars of Mercy and Severity during the course of the Mass.
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